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AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER 

Dearly Beloved, 

I’d love to be able to say that I came up with “Sunday 
Church is a Saturday decision,” but alas, it is a 
borrowed phrase. However, I couldn’t agree with it 
more. Of course, for me, Sunday Church is a life 
decision – a vocation. To put it bluntly – I am required 
to be in church on Sundays. It is my job. But it is much 
more than that for me. It is indeed a vocational 
calling.  

For some of you, Sunday Church is no longer a 
choice to make – it has simply become a part of your 
weekly routine and habit. But for most folks, Sunday 
Christian Formation and Worship is a choice. For 
families with young children/toddlers/infants – 
developing a routine of Sunday Christian Formation 
and Worship can be difficult. Kids need to be fed, 
dressed, and corralled. And unlike weekdays, there 
are many other options for how to spend a Sunday, 
including doing absolutely nothing!  

The easiest way for me to connect with the struggle 
that folks might have with getting to Christian 
Formation and Worship on Sundays is related to my 
struggle to get to the gym in the mornings. One thing 
I have learned about myself is that if I leave the 
decision to make a 5:30 AM class at the gym to 
“whether I feel like it” in the moment, I will never 
make it. The fact is that I never feel like going to the 
gym at 5:30 AM. For me, the decision must be made 
the night before. And the decision also involves me 
telling Emily so she can help keep me accountable 
when I try to turn off my alarm in the morning. 

As we approach a new program year here at The 
Advent, I would like to encourage us all to do all that 
we can to make “Sunday Morning Church” part of our 
weekly routine and habit. And by “Church” I mean 
Christian Formation (Sunday School) and worship. I 
have been so impressed by the variety of Christian 
Formation offerings we have for all ages at The 
Advent. There truly is something for everyone.  

For elementary-aged children, we are introducing 
Godly Play, which y’all will quickly fall in love with. 
Youth Sunday School and Confirmation classes will 
resume as well. The Fall series for The Seekers class 
will be “Sacred Signs, Sacred Stories, Sacred Service.” 
And The Gleaners, The Sowers, and The Village will 
also have offerings that you will want to check out.  

So, for those of you who on Sunday mornings feel 
like I do on weekdays when my alarm sounds at  
5:00 AM for my gym class, try making your Church 
decision the night before. Indeed, until it becomes an 
ingrained habit and routine that you no longer have 
to think about or decide, Sunday Church will need to 
be a Saturday decision. And I trust that it will be a 
decision that you will be glad that you made!  

Christ’s blessings and peace, 

FROM THE RECTOR Sunday Church is a Saturday Decision 



 

 

2  AUGUST 2026 | THE PARISH PAPER 

PARISH LIFE 

All are welcome to come cook in the 
kitchen! You can come the whole time or for 
just 30 minutes. We could always use some 
help. Just come to the Parish & Community 
Life Center Kitchen.  

You don’t want to miss this fun and special 
weekend with your Advent family! 

More details coming soon! 

Painting Class with Vino & Van Gogh 
August 25, 5:30-7:30 PM 
PCLC Dining Rooms 

Looking for a fun and creative evening? Join us for Sip, Paint & Create, led 
by Teresa Pruitt of Vino & Van Gogh in Greenville. 

Whether you're an experienced artist or have never picked up a paintbrush, 
everyone is invited to enjoy an evening of creativity and fellowship. 

The $40 registration fee includes all art supplies, so simply come ready to 
paint and create. 

Space is limited, so reserve your spot today by emailing Elisabeth Hayes at 
ehayes@churchofadvent.org. 

The clergy and staff of The Advent will never ask you by email or text to purchase gift cards, 
send money, or provide personal information. Please check the sender’s full email address 
before responding. 

Official parish emails will come from an @churchofadvent.org or 
@churchofadvent.ccsend.com address. 

Did you receive a suspicious email claiming to be from Fr. Richard (or another staff 
member)? Forward it to Joanne Wood, Parish Administrator: jwood@churchofadvent.org. 

mailto:ehayes@churchofadvent.org
mailto:jwood@churchofadvent.org
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Adult Confirmation: “Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?” (p. 415, BCP) 

This Fall, I am excited to be introducing a new approach to Adult Confirmation classes. 
The reality today is that it is nearly impossible for a candidate (or a priest!) to be 
available for a one-hour class 12 weeks in a row. Who has three months’ worth of 
uninterrupted Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings? I know that I don’t! 

So, we are introducing a “module” approach to Confirmation classes. To be confirmed, 
there are six 2-hour modules one must take – Holy Baptism, Holy Eucharist, The Daily 
Office (Morning & Evening Prayer), Prayer, Holy Scripture, and Polity/Governance/
Stewardship/Lay Leadership.  

Each season (Fall, Spring, Summer), the modules will be offered for one to take as their schedule allows – 
one doesn’t need to take them in a particular order. You can take all the classes in one season, or you can 
take them over a period of a few years – whichever approach you prefer.  

Since this is a new approach, and Bishop Daniel is coming in November, this Fall, we will offer each module 
twice (once on a Thursday from 9:00-11:00 AM, once on a Sunday, 12:00-2:00 PM – light lunch will be 
provided on Sundays) but candidates only need to attend one of the two classes per module. Classes will 
be in the Library Conference Room on the first floor of Satterlee Hall.  

I encourage any and all adults to take these classes – not only those who are seeking to be confirmed. 
Perhaps you were confirmed 50+ years ago and would like a refresher course (particularly if you were 
confirmed prior to the 1979 Prayer Book). In my previous parish, each year there would be a few adults who 
had been confirmed as a teenager decades ago, and took the class. When the bishop visited, they received 
the laying on of hands and renewed their Baptismal Vows (liturgy is found on p. 413 in the BCP). In each 
case, it was a very poignant, moving thing to witness. It became “a thing” at Christ the King, and as a result, 
we developed a culture of well-catechized adults, which I believe is critically important in this post-
Christendom age in which we live.  

Here is the schedule this Fall: 

1. The Holy Eucharist: Sunday, August 23 and Thursday, August 27 (pick one) 

2. The Daily Office: Sunday, August 30 and Thursday, September 3 (pick one) 

3. Prayer: Sunday, September 13 and Thursday, September 17 (pick one) – Mtr. Paula will facilitate 

4. Holy Scripture: Thursday, September 24 and Sunday, September 27(pick one) – Mtr. Paula will facilitate 

5. Polity/Governance/Stewardship/Lay Leadership: Thursday, October 1 and Sunday, October 11 (pick 
one) – Fr. Richard and Mtr. Paula will co-facilitate 

6. Holy Baptism:  Thursday, October 22 and Sunday, October 25 (pick one) 

I am excited to introduce these classes and this approach to The Advent. It is a privilege to journey 
alongside you as together we seek to “continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers.” 

Prior to each class (especially for the Sunday classes that serve lunch), please reserve your spot by emailing 
Jenny Schroeder at jschroeder@churchofadvent.org. 

Your fellow sojourner in Christ, 

Fr. Richard+ 

Wednesday Night Dinner & Program—August 5 

Following the 5:15 PM Vessels of Grace (Holy Eucharist) service, you’re invited to our 
Wednesday Night Dinner & Program in the Parish & Community Life Center Dining Rooms. 
To reserve your meal, please complete your reservation form here or contact Gail Owens 
(583-2438 ) by Monday, August 3, at 12 PM. More details can be found on page 6 about 
the Program. 

mailto:jschroeder@churchofadvent.org
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Our yearly budget is based on anticipated pledges and offerings, aiming for financial 
equilibrium with neither profit nor loss. Your generosity makes this possible. 

June Average Attendance  

Sunday 
206 Total 

(41 at 8 AM, 166 at 10:15 AM) 

41% increase over  

June 2025 

Wednesday 9 
84% increase over  

June 2025 

June Giving Report 

 June YTD Total 

Pledge Payments  

& Offerings 
$126,496 $1,228,761 

Budgeted Monthly 

Amount 
$98,035 $1,154,773 

2026 Pledge Update  

• Thus far, 268 of 450 Advent households 
have pledged, totaling 60%.  

• If you have not already done so, please 
consider pledging for 2026 by filling 
out a pledge card in the narthex, by 
visiting https://churchofadvent.org/
pledge-form/ or by scanning this  
QR code. 

• Thank you to all who  
have pledged! 

I am delighted to share with our parish family that I have completed the 
two-year Spiritual Direction Training Program through the Haden 
Institute. This has been a deeply meaningful journey of prayer, study, 
and spiritual formation that has strengthened my own relationship with 
God and prepared me to accompany others as they seek to recognize 
God's presence in their daily lives. 

Spiritual direction is a ministry of holy listening. It is not counseling, 
advice-giving, or problem-solving. Instead, spiritual direction provides a 
safe and prayerful space where a person meets regularly with a trained 
spiritual director to reflect on their experiences, notice the movement of 
the Holy Spirit, and grow in their relationship with God. Richard Rohr 
says that spiritual direction is the practices of holding space to "second 
the motions of the Holy Spirit". It is not about a director offering advice 
or wielding control; rather, it is a collaborative companionship that 
helps a person notice, trust, and surrender to God's active presence in 
their everyday life. 

What I like about the definition is that it points to the holy spirit as the 
true director. My role as the human director is that of companion, acting 

as a sounding board, raising questions and bearing witness to the movements of God in another person's 
life. I offer a second set of eyes and ears to the work and voice of God. 

This ministry can enrich the life of our parish by supporting individuals in every season of faith—whether 
they are seeking a deeper prayer life, discerning a life decision, navigating change or loss, or simply 
longing to become more attentive to God's presence. Spiritual direction reminds us that God continues to 
speak and guide us today. I look forward to sharing this ministry with our parish community and walking 
alongside those who desire to deepen their spiritual journey. 

Mtr. Paula 

Congratulations to Mtr. Paula! 

https://churchofadvent.org/pledge-form/
https://churchofadvent.org/pledge-form/
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PRESERVATION & MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
The Church’s One Foundation 
One of my favorite hymns is S. J. Stone’s The 
Church’s one foundation (Hymn #525 in The Hymnal 
1982). Each stanza merits an article of its own, but for 
now, I’d like to focus on stanza 4: 

“Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war 
she waits the consummation 
of peace for evermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blessed, 
and the great Church victorious 
shall be the Church at rest.” 

Over the past few weeks, you may have noticed that 
we have removed some landscaping around the 
edges of the Church building, Pendleton Hall, and 
Satterlee Hall. You also may have noticed some 
digging around the foundation of the north side of 
Church building. This work is a follow-up to the 
report we received from Building Solutions, who we 
contracted with in late 2025 to do an analysis of our 
physical plant. 

The report was extensive, and we have assembled a 
Campus Preservation & Maintenance Team to 
prioritize and address the issues pertaining to 
stewarding our historic and sacred buildings. We 
have hired a structural engineer, a civil engineer, and 
have engaged an historic preservation consultant to 
further assess the needs related to the Sanctuary, 
Pendleton Hall, and the Cleveland Bell Tower.  

No major construction is imminent but you will see 
signs of activity over the next few months as we 
assess and prepare for a larger project. 

Indeed, our beloved, historic buildings have suffered 
“toil and tribulation, and tumults of her war” (the war 

simply being 100+ years of battle with sun, rain, 
wind, sleet, and snow). There are so many things that 
we would love to repair, renovate, and improve on 
the inside of our sanctuary and Pendleton Hall. But 
before we do that, we need to ensure that the 
foundation of our building remains solid. 

“till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blessed, 
and the great Church victorious 
shall be the Church at rest.” 

I look forward to the day when we can be assured 
that our beloved, historic Church building and 
Pendleton Hall are “at rest” on a solid, safe, and 
secure foundation.  

But in the midst of our faithful, hard work on this 
project, we must not forget the true foundation of 
why we are here, and why all of this matters – Jesus 
Christ our Lord. He is the one, true foundation of the 
Church. So, our building projects aren’t an end in 
and of themselves. Rather, they exist to draw our 
hearts, minds, and bodies towards our Triune God. 
And thus, we sing stanza 5: 

“Yet she on earth hath union 
with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with thee.” 

OUTREACH 
Grab a hairnet, find your station, and get ready to make an impact! Together, we’ll 
package nutritious meals that help fuel communities around the world. It’s a fun, fast-
moving experience where every meal you package brings us one step closer to ending 
hunger. You’re part of a global movement working to create a world where all people 
have the nourishment they need to thrive. 

Rise Against Hunger: Register TODAY! *When registering PLEASE register all family 
members who plan to participate! Suggested donation $10 per person  

Ways to help that morning: 
• Set up-7:30-9 AM 
• Meal Packing-9-10:15 AM for all ages!!! 
• Clean-up-10:15-11:15 AM 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
9 AM 

https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/e795488
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

Sign Up Here More information and Sign Up Here 

Sign Up Here 

https://churchofadvent.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/c822c420-8654-45c1-b622-7b07d2c283e8
https://churchofadvent.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/302b868e-82fe-40d7-b420-ac344e84cc1d
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4CAEAD28A57-51492942-nursery
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YOUTH (EYC) 

Sign Up Here 

https://churchofadvent.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/c56df812-49a3-484c-beb3-f37e5eea7a99
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ADULT FORMATION 

The Gleaners Class gathers at 9 AM in the Library Conference Room in Satterlee Hall. Led by members of 
the group, each session centers on discussion of the scripture readings appointed for that day’s services. 
These readings are available in the weekly bulletin or online at www.lectionarypage.net. All are welcome, 
and participation through questions and conversation is encouraged. If you’d like to learn more, feel free to 
join us for a visit.  

All Sunday School classes will resume meeting Sunday, August 16 at 9:10 AM.  
If you have not yet visited or joined a class, we welcome you to try one or all! 

The Seekers Class meets in Dining Rooms A & B in the PCLC. Refreshments start at 8:50 AM, class is from 
9:10-10 AM. All adults are invited to attend!  

The Sowers Class meets in Dining Room C in the PCLC at 9:10 AM. They will begin using the book See for 
Yourself: How to Study Your Bible with Confidence & Joy by Kelly Needham. If you would like to 
purchase a copy of the book, here is a link. 

The Village Class meets for mutual support and fellowship at 9:10 AM in the coffee area of the PCLC.  

August Schedule 

Lectionary Lunch & Learn meets on Wednesdays from 12–1 PM in the Library Conference Room in 
Satterlee Hall. Gather with Fr. Richard for a weekly study of the upcoming Sunday's scriptures and prayers. 
Bring your own lunch (if you’d like) and join in thoughtful discussion, learning, and fellowship.  

The Men’s Bible Study group gathers on Thursdays, serving breakfast at  
6:45 AM, followed by Bible study at 7:00 AM. They meet in Dining Room C of the PCLC. For more 
information, contact Chip McLeod at chip_mcleod@ml.com.  

The Women’s Bible Study will resume Thursday, September 10. 

Book and Brown Bag will resume Tuesday, September 15. 

Date Seekers Sowers Village 

August 16 
Brunch and Fall  

Program Reveal 
Introduction & Kickoff 

Details 

forthcoming!  

August 23 

Stained Glass Windows  

Part 1  

presented by Kit Jennings 

(in the Church Nave) 

Purpose of the Bible 

God reveals himself,  

read relationally 

August 30 
Godly Play 

presented by Tricia Liollio 

Purpose of the Bible 

read communally, 6 ways to 

use a journal 

http://www.lectionarypage.net
https://www.amazon.com/See-Yourself-Bible-Access-Confidence/dp/B0FB476T8M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=160RSVT4S56ET&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.juw3x5YDyNSwyPwla-43lkkBa3CLsPqH5SU5E1H-OLOsz4VYOU_8s8m7ZYmCqCO2-iC9SzUqG4KTPDBD7ent2hLZu_Vs72uzy5bWMfvDyzpSeUUAOoR6DmzBdmln6GR5VuhktMs
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MUSIC 

THE ADVENT FOUNDATION 

Every year, thousands of people, parishioners and non-parishioners 
alike, gather at the Advent’s historic campus—and not just on 
Sundays. Our buildings are visited by those seeking encouragement 
in support group meetings, studying the Bible, mastering artistic 
practices, growing through Scout programs, leading non-profit 
organizations, and even those in search of our legendary artichoke 
relish! Essential to these various gatherings is the care and 
maintenance of our facilities: lights to shine the way, comfortable 
heating and cooling, and safe and attractive structures. The Advent 
Foundation helps cover some of these un-glamorous but very 
necessary costs. For instance, monies from the St. Helena and Turner 
Funds recently underwrote the expenses of upgrading the fire alarm 
system in the PCLC, replacing an air conditioning unit, and improving 
outdoor lighting around Satterlee Hall. Hospitality is a spiritual gift 
and an Advent trademark. Essential to both our mission and 
ministries, hospitality calls us to ensure that the Church of the Advent 
is a place of welcome to all. 
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Sunday, August 2, 2026 
The flowers that adorn the altar are given  

to the glory of God and 

 in loving memory of Pinckney Irwin, Dr. G.B. and Katie 
Hodge, and Margaret Hodge by Susan Hodge Irwin 

Sunday, August 9, 2026 
The flowers that adorn the altar are given  

to the glory of God and 

 in loving memory of Clarence, Harriet, Ancrum, Clancy 
and Sissy Ballenger by Haidee, Elizabeth and 
Norwood 

Sunday, August 16, 2026 
The flowers that adorn the altar are given  

to the glory of God and 

 in loving memory of Olive and Robert Foss, Virgil 
Walker Barnes, Shirley Barnes, Thomas Shelton Barnes 
and Robert Nantz Barnes given by Thomas Barnes, 
Ekky Foss and Charles Foss 

 in thanksgiving to God for the blessings He gave to us 
through the life of William Sidney Bagwell, Jr. 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 
The flowers that adorn the altar are given  

to the glory of God and 

 in loving memory of Mary Ferguson given by her 
family 

The flowers that adorn the Baptismal font 
are given to the glory of God and 

 in loving memory of W. G. Foster given by his family 

 in loving memory of John Wills Moses and Virginia 
Maxwell Manning Moses, by their daughter, Dinny 

Sunday, August 30, 2026 
The flowers that adorn the altar are given  

to the glory of God and 

 in memory of Josie Pressly Dunbar 

Each Sunday, flowers or seasonal greenery adorn our 
altar to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for our 
parish community, given in honor, celebration, or 
memory of loved ones. If you would like to sponsor altar 
flowers, please contact Martha Blackman at 
marthablackman@aol.com for availability and details.  

This November will our 80th ECW Bazaar! As always, it will be held 
on the Thursday before Thanksgiving, so please mark your calendars 
for November 19, 2026. Let’s make it the best one yet! 

If you would like to be involved—especially with cooking for  
The Country Store or helping with prepared food—please reach out 
to Julie Schwartz (504-8776). We’ve been cooking and having fun 
this summer! 

As you tidy up your home or begin making room for the seasons 
ahead, please consider donating to the Love Gifts and Emporium 
Booths!  

• Love Gifts=Carefully maintained furniture, lamps, china, 
treasures, silver, and art. 

• The Emporium=Accessories (costume jewelry, handbags, 
scarves) and any Christmas fun décor that needs a new home.  

Please contact Elisabeth Hayes (586-2150 or 
ehayes@churchofadvent.org) to coordinate a drop off time. Drop 
off times are limited. 

Thank you for your generosity and support! 

mailto:ehayes@churchofadvent.org
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Our parishioners in need of prayer:  

Barbara Adams, Kathy Allen, Beverly Barrs, Katherine Bauer, David Bowdish, Meredith Boyce, Cecil Brown,  
Margi Cates, Jeanne Clark, Marianne Clark, Shelby Clark, Terry Clark, Jerry Cogan, Ted Conwell, John Dargan,  
Carole Davis, Jane Davis, John Davis, Lillian Delaney, Phillip Edge, Roy Ellis, Randy Foster, Susan Foster,  
Andre Frederic, Dotty Frick, Gary Frost, Elizabeth Graham, T. Griffin, Cathy Hall, Ed Hall, Carolyn Hare, Mary Hayes, 
Linda Hays, Don Hinton, Nancy Hinton, Al Hipp, Danny Mayes, Jesse Martin, Jim McCullough, Linda McGee,  
Phil McGee, Carlton Morrow, Dinny Moses, Herb Neely, Julie Oates, Mary Peters, Birdie Reutter, Ernie Stringer,  
Cathy Terrell, Jerry Toth, Charlie Tulloh, Malinda Tulloh, Robin Walker, Reecie Wilkes, Logan Williams,  
Grantham Wood, Bobbi Wright 

Others who have asked for our prayers:  

Barbara Anderson, Wayne Anderson, Claudio Autenzio, Hani Baramki, Troy Beavers, John Blanton, Hugh Brantley, 
Johnsie Canny, Joann Carlisle, Nancy Carlisle, Michael Cato and family, Lynn Cazallis, Leslie Coe, Elijah Cole,  
Steve Crane, Michael Curry, Inge Eubanks, Ashley F., Beth Foster, Jeanie Frick, Gigi and Diamond, Jewell, Jonathon, 
Emmy & Treasure, Peggy Graham, Mary Haddad, Anita Hammerbeck, Nylah Hill, Gary Horvath, Jeff Humphries, 
Fletcher Kendall, Roxanne King, Erick Kumar, Donghee Lee, Loraine, Zaylen Lyles, Edna McAbee, Thomas McConnell, 
Steve Mitchell, Patti Moran, Kiley Noe, Sharon Parker, Bob Perrin, Susan Perrin, Mary Ellen Porter, Emory Price,  
Libby Leland Puckette, Doris Robinson, Kacie Sims, Chloe Smith, Mackenzie Steck, Olivia Steck, Shelby Taylor,  
Sterling Taylor, Bill Ussery, Barbara Manning Bear Wallace, Winnie Walsh, David Ward, Gina Williams,  
Martha Pacolette Whitener, Justin Daniel Wyatt 

Those serving in the Armed Forces:  

Patrick Abrams (Army), Michael Brooks Bock (Army), James Boyd, (USMCR), Anna-Kate Campbell (Navy),  
Halcott R. Carter (Navy), Christian Dunn (Army), Christian J. Eitel (Navy), Jack Gaskins (Army), Will Gaskins (Navy), 
Austin Groce (Army), Cameron Hall (USMC), Alex Holland (Army), Jason Kopp (Navy), Charles Lewis (Air Force), 
Lundon Dudley McMahill (Army), Morgan Milanowicz (Army), Travis Moore (Army National Guard), Maddox Peek 
(Army), Matthew Smith (Army), Bascombe Traywick (USMC), John Watters (Navy) 

Those expecting the arrival of a child:  
Sally and Casie McRorie 

For updates or additions to the Advent Prayer List, please contact the Rev’d Paula Griffin  

at pgriffin@churchofadvent.org or 864-542-6650 | 864-504-3696. 

mailto:pgriffin@churchofadvent.org
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